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HOWARD COLLEGE NURSING PROGRAM 

 

ADMISSION CRITERIA 
 
It is the policy of Howard College not to discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, religion, age, national origin, veteran, or 
qualified disability in educational programs, activities, admission, or employment policies. 
 
All applicants to the Howard College Nursing Program who have met the requirements for admission to the college will be 
evaluated according to the criteria specified.   
 

Functional Abilities Essential for Nursing Practice 
 

In response to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the National Council of State Boards of Nursing initiated a series of 
studies to identify competencies that a nurse must possess, in addition to those nursing knowledge, skills and abilities 
evaluated via a licensing examination, in order to function safely and effectively in a variety of employment settings. 
 

 

 Category 

 

 Description 

Gross Motor Skills 
Gross motor skills sufficient to provide the full range of safe and effective nursing 
care activities. 

Fine Motor Skills Fine motor skills sufficient to perform manual psychomotor skills. 

Physical Endurance 
Physical stamina sufficient to perform client care activities for entire length of work 
role. 

Physical Strength 
Physical strength sufficient to perform full range of required client care activities. 
Must be able to push, pull, lift at least 50 lbs. 

Mobility Physical strength sufficient to perform full range of required client care activities.  

 

Hearing 
Auditory ability sufficient for physical monitoring and assessment of client health 
care needs. 

Visual Visual ability sufficient for accurate observation and performance of nursing care. 

Tactile 
Tactile ability sufficient for physical monitoring and assessment of health care 
needs. 

Smell Olfactory ability sufficient to detect significant environmental and client odors. 

 

Reading 
Reading ability sufficient to comprehend the written word at a minimum of a tenth 
grade level. 

 

Arithmetic 

Arithmetic ability sufficient to do computations at a minimum of an eighth grade 
level.  It includes the following three concepts: 
Counting: the act of enumerating or determining the number of items in a group. 
Measuring: the act or process of ascertaining the extent, dimensions or quantity of 
something. 
Computing: the act or process of performing mathematical calculations such as 
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. 

Emotional Stability Emotional stability sufficient to assume responsibility/accountability for actions. 

Analytical Thinking 
Reasoning skills sufficient to perform deductive/inductive thinking for nursing 
decisions 

Critical Thinking 

Skill 
Critical thinking ability sufficient to exercise sound nursing judgment. 

 

Interpersonal Skills 
Interpersonal abilities sufficient to interact with individuals, families and groups 
respecting social, cultural and spiritual diversity. 

Communication 

Skills 

 
Communication abilities sufficient for interaction with others in oral and written form. 
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APPLICATION FOR LICENSURE 
 

A person who can answer “Yes” to any of the questions on 2-6 listed below may need to apply for a Declaratory 

Order (DO) as instructed by the Board of Nursing (BON). It is mandatory to have a clearance letter/blue card 

prior to completion of the Nursing Program. Responding NO when the answer is YES may result in program 
dismissal. Should the BON require you to complete a DO and you are not cleared, you will be withdrawn from the 
program and forfeit any funds paid to that point. 
 

 

 

 
 Print Name___________________________________________ 
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*  

RN NURSING PROGRAM SELECTION CRITERIA 

Applicant Name__________________________________ Year_______________________ 

Points will be given for two of your pre-requisite courses: 

Anatomy and Physiology I (lecture and lab) and Microbiology (lecture and lab). 

Points will be calculated at the end of Summer I. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

PREREQUISITE 
COURSES 
POINTS 
 

Microbiology 
Lecture 
 

Microbiology 
Lab 
 

Total 
Points 
 

Points   A & P I        
Lecture 

A & P I 
Lab 
 

Total 
Points 
 

1                             
 

C  C   1  C  C  

1.5  
 

B  B   1.5  B  B  

2  
 

A  A   2  A  A  

Testing – Test of Essential Academic Skills Test (TEAS) 

Students seeking admission to the Nursing Program must take the Test of Essential Academic Skills Test 

(TEAS). The student will be responsible for registering and paying for the exam through the ATI website 

www.atitesting.com. The testing schedule is on the Howard College website howardcollege.edu. Please 

contact the Testing Coordinator at 325-481-8300 for more information. The TEAS test can be taken once 

every 30 days with a maximum number of three (3) times per admission cycle (September 1 – May 31). 

***You must score the minimum requirement in each category in order to receive the points listed 

below. If you fall below the minimum, it will result in a score of zero (0) points. A score sheet with zero 

(0) in any of the three *(3) categories may not be accepted. ***ONLY TEAS scores will be accepted. TEAS 

scores not taken at Howard College will be accepted from ATI. Scores will need to be mailed or emailed 

directly to the Howard College Health Professions Assistant, Kelli Rowe at krowe@howardcollege.edu.  

 

POINTS  

 

Reading 

Adjusted 

Individual 

Score 

 

Math 

Adjusted 

Individual 

Score 

SCIENCE 

Adjusted 

Individual 

Score 

TOTAL 

2           at least 70%                   at least 60 %                    at least 40% 

4                                   80% or better               70% or better                   50% or better 

6                                   90% or better               80% or better                   60% or better 

TOTAL POINTS MAX POSSIBLE – 26 
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TEAS 
(Test of Essential Academic Skills) 

 
Students applying for admission to the Vocational Nursing program or the RN program are required to take the TEAS test. 
Students must register online at www.atitesting.com. There will be a testing fee by ATI. NOTE: A 60-day interval is required 

for retaking the TEAS test. The TEAS test can only be taken 3 times per academic year. 
 

To learn more about the TEAS test, visit www.atitesting.com 

 

SAMPLE SCORE SHEET 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see score 
sheet below on 
points given for 
each category. 
They must score 
the minimum in 
each of the three 
areas to the right 
in order to receive 
points. If they fall 
below the 
minimum, it will 
result in a score 
of zero (0) points. 
A score sheet with 
zero (0) in any of 
the three *(3) 
categories will not 
be accepted. 


